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PREICELESS

BLESSING OF THE
sTmme ANTMALS

A repular part of my dail
routine is my walk wit
Jenny, my black lab.
According 1o the story I
heard, she was found with
no collar or tags walking on
a busy road in Louisiana
and sent to a shelter. I was
told there are so many siray
dogs in that area that the
shelters only hold the dogs
for 48 hours. Fortunately,
Labs4Reascue stepped in and
saved her, treatsd her for
heartworm, and finally
arranged for her 1o live
with me., “Whenever I see
Jenny deoing her happy walk
in the woods I remember
that every day of har life is
a day of borrowed time.

Those of you who have met
her know what a blaessing
she is 1o mea. Daily she
demonsirates unconditional
lowve and patisnce, and she
gats me out every morning
to discover something new
in the woods. Bhe %ea.ches
me to appreciate every day,
to live as if I too am on
borrowed t{ime. Bha hslps

ms fael connscted {0 the
natural and non-human
world, I know that many of

you share similar bonds to
your animals,

Once a year, in commemo-
ration of B8i. Francis who
enjoyed a special connsction
with animals and the
natural world, we mark our
own connections with the
animals in our lives with a
special ecelabration. This
yaar it will be on HSunday,
October 3 at Noon. Jenny,
EZ and I inwvitse all of wyou
to bring wyour own animal
companions—or some symbol
of theam if they don’t trawvel
wallto the Viecarage, 100
Mullen Hill Road. We will
hawve a short service to bless
the animals who daily bless
us, and then share a simpls
lanch of soup and treats for
humans and animals.,. We’ll
be outiside, under a tent if it
rains, so0 bring a lawn chair
iff you want 1o sit. Invite
your {riends and neighbors—
any animal lovers  you
know—and feel {ree to come
evan if wyou don’t have
animal companions in your
life at this time,

The Piear’s Page &
TWO OPPORTUNITIES FOR '
BIBLE STUDY THIS FALL

Wish you knew more about the Bible? About Jesus
and what he taughti? About the meaning of such
terms as Gospel or Kingdom of God? Want to step
mors deaply into the Christian life? This fall there
will be two opportunities to gather with others for
convarsation about seripture, specifically the Gospel of
Mark, Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels & also -
the earliest. It was used as a source by the writers of Matthew
and TLuke and so is a good foundation for any study of the
Gospels, We'll be using a short commeniary by Marcus Borg
entitled Conversations with Scripturer The Gospel of Mark.

The reviewers say: YBorg reminds us that the gift of Mark’s
Gospel comes from the revelation of its meaning rather than from
the litaral translation of ils texi. Conversations with Scripturer
The Gospeld of Mark is a must-read for those who long to
undsrstand more fully the Kingpdom of God and the person of
Jesus as Bon of God.” -- John Bryson Chane, Bishop, Episcopal
Diocese of Washington, D.C,

¥Marcus Borg puides readsrs through Mark’s Gospel with wisdom
and insight. Borg’s perceptive literary, historical, and theological
observations accompany readers on their path through the Gospal
Laypersons and religious professionals alike will appreciate this
accessible, enpaging journsy through Mark —- ep Caraey,
Frofessor of New Testament, Lancaster Theological Beminary.

¥The bippaest mysteries of the Bible are the ones of the men
behind the ns. Converssiions with Scripturer The Gospel of
Mark investigatas the gospel of Mark, one of the most crucial
books of the Bible and how it came 1o be. With much historical
sources, Conversations with Secripturer The Gospal of Mark seeks
to understand Mark, and through that, gain a greater
understanding of the Bible” -- The Midwest Book Review

The plan will ba to read about 15 pageaes of Borg and about three
chapters of Mark each wask for six weeks and to gather for
discussion. We will follow this plan in a new group on Tuesday
evenings, and in our ongoing Thursday afterncon Bible study,
although the afterncon group may choose to go at a slower pace.
The books will be awailable before the Tirst class for $15.00 sach,
or they can be ordered from Amazon. FPlease join us!

Tuesdays Beptember 14, A1, 38 and October 5, 132 and 18.
00 pm in the Vicar's (HTice.

Thursdays, Beptember 8, 16, 33, 30 and October 14 and A,
2100 pm in the Vicar’s office.
—-—‘qr-——.—

Coming: this Fall: Celebration of Creativity

In John’s Gosgel, Jesus says he came so that we could hawve life
and have it abundantly. Abundant lif's is creative lifa. In my
experience the people of Bi, Paul’s are a creative bunch. Bo let’s
celabrate our creativity together.

Like a Parish Art Bhow, only with a broadsr focus, Bi. Paul’s
Celebration of Creativity weskend is scheduled for November oy
6 and 7. An opening recePtion on Friday evening will featurs
finger {foods {from our creative culinary artists and perhaps live
music. FExamples of parishioners’ art and ecraft work will be
displayed throughout the building. Baturday—a Village Coffes
Day—we will open the Church to the community so0 they can
enjoy our creative efforts, perhaps including more music, andior
poetiryiprosse readings. Bunday’s HFucharist will provide a
liturgical expression of creativity, perhaps with original musie
or contributions from some of our many musical members.

Bo gel busy with your creating, and prayerfully consider what
you are able to contributa. Also, start {0 think about how to
display some of the lass tangible examplas of the ways in which
we live creatively. DPerhaps now is the right {ime to take a
pictare of your gardens in full bloom.

Bave the dates, and sign up to join the ereative folks who are
putting on this event.

THANES for all the calls, a-mails, cards, good wishes & heavy
duty prayers. We are blessed with a parish family that
knows no equal. Improvement is slow, but steady. We are
hoping for the best possible outcome & wyour support is
aessential. JANET AND DAVE HATNES
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NEXT
YERTRY
MEETING
RET. 16
TPFM

by Marisn Beausoleil

Bt.
August with an eye toward

Paul’s wesiry met in

Elanning church sponsored
happenings” {or 1ihe year.
We certainly have a creative
parish! HBo many ideas, so

few open slois on the ecalan-
dar! As noted by DBill Long
in his articls, Bi. Paul’s has

committed to fislding a tsam
for ¥Relay for LifeM As
Father John wroite, we are

lapning an Yarts weekend”
in November to spotlight the
many artisite talents of our
parishionars, A drumming
e¢ircle evening (or two or
three perhaps) in the dead of
winter to heat things up?
Also on the potential apenda
are a C.B. Lewis presentation,
a commemorative service
once or twice during the
yaar to focus on those who
have disd during that period
of time, a movie night
viewin Bishop Dougrlas?
installation.. and the lisi
Foes on., ¥Get-Out-0Or-5Bt
Paul’s¥ gatherings are owver
for this year but will return
next summer!

Bome statistics compiled by
Janice MeKusick and sent to
Diocese House in Hariford
showed we had an average
of 75 peopls in attendance
on Bundays in A009 (that
was the average for ALL CT
Episcopal churches so ¥little¥
Bt. Paul’s was right up
therse" and we reported 118
active baptized members and
43 active but not recorded
membears.

EKEaap attendin’ Bundays and

you won’t miss out on
what’s gonna’ be happenin’
at ¥little* Bi. Paul’'s in
Windham Center, the place
to be!

PARISH ©LIFE: Coffes

hour hosts are needed for
the pext fow months. Don't
fesl like doing it alone?
Pair wup with others and
remembar —— it dossn’t have
to be anything fancy!

Village Coffee Resumes
Beptember 18

On  the first and third
Baturdays of each month,
830 to 10830, the Parish

Room will be open and the
Coffea Pol will be on,
Bring a tireat to share if
you wish, bring the morning
paper if wyou must, but more
importantly, Jjust bring
Eourseli‘ and your neighbors.
0 program, no agenda, just
a chanee to sit and chat and
recreate a slice of willape
life we hawve losi, like the
local pub or general store,
Village Coffes is Frees and
open  to all—garishioners,
community residents, lone-
some travelers, everyons!

WAIM NOTES

by Beth Russel

Aftar being 81, Paul’s WATM
delagate for 3 wyears, I have
decided to resign from my post.
I hawe increasing demands on
m§r time and cannot give this
role the necessary attention it
deserves. However, leaving is
a difficult decision. Workin
with our community an
representin our congrepation
has besn a.%‘uli‘illing aXperience,
My passion Tor this service
comas from the unigque oppor-
tunities that oceur while work-
inpp at WATM. I came into
contact with peopls from othar
faiths who ware inspiring with
their Lkindness and dedication
to helping others. I also had
the pleasare of enjoying my
Tellow parishioners during our
WATM worlkdays. Despite the
fact we were pgiven awkward
tasks, we s5iill sharad solid
belly laughs, a bit of singing,
and the pgoal 1o be useful.
Poarhaps the most profound mo-
ments were those 1 spent with
WAIM’s clients who remindad
me to have a grateful and gra-
cious heart. ue to all these
reasons, 1 encourags you all to
consider helping at WATM. I

know  finding time on a
Baturday can be difficult, but
the potential benefits far

outweipgh the inconwvenisnce,
I would not hawve been able to

accomplish  anythin without
your support. You hawve made
my Jjob easy  with Four
generosity and commitment.
Thank you!

Walk in Light,
Beth Russel

CAMP WASHINGTON 2010
By Alex Beminl

My week at Camp Washington
was awaesome., 1 did archery,

swimming, {fishing and made
friendship bracalstis. My
favorite was archery. I got two
bulls awyes! I lowved slesping

ovaer in a cabin all week with
my counselors and new friends.
My fawvorite friend WaAS
Andrew. My favorite counselor
was Jan. He really likes music
just like me. We both love the
Beatles, I can’t wait to go back

naxt year.

BTPCOMING

Wednesday, 91 7100 pm

Thursday, D9 200 pm
Tuesday, Si14 100 pm
Thursday, 9416 7100 pm
Baturday, 518 8i30am
Baturday, 10/3 HiZ0 am
Bunday, 103 Noon
Wednesday, 10/6 700 pm
Baturday, 10/16 2130 am
Baturday, 10/16 PM
Bunday, 1081 930 am

RELAY FOR LIFE

by Bil! Long

Bt Paul’'s has joined the
Windham Realay for Life to
benafit the American Cancer
Bociety, The eavent is spon-
sored by Windham Hospital
and will be held at the ECBD
Bports Complex Oct, 16-17.

a avent runs #4 hours to
show support for cancer sur-
vivors who must face this
disease A4 hours a day. It is
also a way 1o memorialize
those friends and family
mambers that we have lost to
cancer, Cur commitment is to
fiald a team and hawve at least
one membser of the {eam
walking on the {rack each
hour of the 24 hour period.

Last wyear this relay raised
over #380,000, making it the
most suceessiful nationwide

relay (on a county per capita

basis) for the third wear in a
row. Monias raised sup&mrt
ACH activities including
research &% supplying wigs for
peoplse undergoing chemother-
ap¥ in our own community.

I wou are interested in
joining the 1eam, repgistration
requiras a minimum donation
of #10. The deadline for
registration is Bept. H wou
will receive a Relay T-Bhirt
with your registration. You

can register in one of two
ways., The first way is by
jeining on-line at

www.relayforlife.org/w in dham ct

The web page has a ¥join¥
option at the top. When you
salact join, wou then search
for our team, the name and
format is BT Paul’s Windham
Zanter - the search feature on
the wab site is Vary
particular. Continue to follow
the prompts until the form is
complets and submittad.

The second way is to Till out

a form manuallyy, give it to
me & I will submit it,. I will
have forms at the arish

picnic and in the parish hall

starting this wasak,

For those interesied in
halping to sponsor our ieam
through donations, this may

be done on-line or wia chack,
Thanks for wyour interest, I
will be providing updates as
things progpress.

CALENDAR

Contemplative Eucharist
Afternoon Bible Biudy Resumes
Evening Bible Biudy DBegins
Vastiry Meating

Village Coffes Returns

Villagse Coffes
Blsessing of the Animals

Contemplative Eucharist
Village ColTes

Relay for Life Begins
Commemoration, Recently Depariad



